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24th Air Force
Command Chief

NOTAM
Commitment
I recently met an NCO with orders for a 12-month remote assignment to Korea.  Yes, that's right, 12 months unaccompanied.  We talked for a while about some of the hardships an unaccompanied tour may bring.  We talked about what it’s like to be geographically removed from day-to-day participation in the lives of our loved ones.  We also agreed e-mail, web cameras, and telephone calls may help her to maintain contact with her husband and children, but they will never remove the sting of separation.
Is she the first NCO to have to go through this?  No.  Is she going to be the last?  No.  Should we cry for her and her circumstances?  No.  Should we applaud her commitment?  Absolutely!  Could she have a "woe is me" attitude?  Yes.  Does she?  Heck no!  Why not?

This NCO is a professional Airman in the United States Air Force.  Her voluntary service to her nation requires her commitment to duty and subordination to our Air Force Core Values:  Integrity first, Service-before-self, and Excellence in all we do.
What does all this mean?  It means she knows the only thing for her to do is to sacrifice, to remain committed, and to place "service before self".  If she didn't believe this to be true I'm sure she wouldn't have enlisted and certainly would not have reenlisted a short time ago.  She signed up to a commitment and is prepared to uphold her end of the bargain.

I believe this NCO views her assignment as yet another opportunity to exercise “servant leadership”.  She’s not about to ask someone to help her to get out of this assignment nor is she contemplating getting out of the Air Force simply because she got orders to Korea.  She chose to serve her country and right now her country needs her in Korea.

I’m proud of this NCO and her attitude.  At a time in her life when it might be very easy for her to find many reasons not to remain committed, she’s instead prepared to stay the course, to fulfill her commitment, to honor our Air Force Core Values.  She’s stepped up to the plate and hit a Home Run--like so many 24th Air Force Airmen do!  

KEVIN G. SLATER, CMSgt, USAF

Command Chief Master Sergeant
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