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24th Air Force
Command Chief

NOTAM
Airman with a Capital “A”


In April 2004, General John P. Jumper, then Air Force Chief of Staff, pronounced in a message to our force, “That’s Airman with a capital A!”  What was his point?  One letter at the beginning of a word can mean a great deal.  We learn as children a capital letter at the start of a word signifies something special or important, like our own name, our hometown, or our country.  Our Airmen are the heart and soul of our unique fighting force and deserve to be recognized by a proper noun, thus earning the capital “A”.
In 2006, General T. Michael Moseley, then Air Force Chief of Staff, and then Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force Rod McKinley took the next logical step—asking each of us to take pride in referring to each other as Airmen and not as “troops” or “kids”.  I’ve caught myself more than a few times referring to some of our youngest Airmen as “kids” and have worked hard to correct myself, I urge each of you to consider doing the same.


Did you know recruits are no longer referred to as Airmen (and haven’t been for quite a few years now) when they arrive at Air Force Basic Military Training?  They are “trainees” until they earn the privilege of the title “Airman”.  Each trainee is expected to learn our history and to gain an appreciation of our heritage—in other words, learn what it means to join our profession of arms.  Each works very hard to build the physical and mental capacity (resiliency) to master the warfighting skills required for membership in our elite air, space, and cyberspace force.  Only then does a trainee earn the title of Airman.  This honor is granted as part of the Airman’s coin ceremony each Thursday prior to Friday’s BMT graduation parade.  If you’re stationed at Lackland AFB, you should check out this proud ceremony in-person while you have the chance.
Our Air Force asks much from those who have earned the title Airman.  Tens of thousands of warrior Airmen are deployed in-garrison and around the globe to ensure our Air Force flies, fights, and wins in air, space, and cyberspace.  We ask every Airman to serve as our nation’s sword and shield; its sentry and avenger.  And, we expect every Airman to defend our country with their life.  Our Airmen are dedicated professionals, pledging to never leave another behind, to never falter, and to not fail.  Let’s not risk miscommunicating, or inadvertently downplaying, the value or contribution of our Airmen by referring to them as “troops” or “kids”.
I’m proud to be an Airman with a capital “A.”  Feel free to refer to me as such anytime!

KEVIN G. SLATER, CMSgt, USAF

Command Chief Master Sergeant
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