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24th Air Force
Command Chief

NOTAM
Our Proud Air Force History

On the occasion of the 68th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor you will undoubtedly hear, read, and see many stories commemorating events surrounding what arguably stands as the 20th Century’s most infamous sneak attack.  Many of these stories will focus on the heroic actions of soldiers, sailors and Airmen on the day of the attack.  I’d like to focus on a story I believe all Airmen should know and be proud of—a story of our Air Force’s heroic response.

Let me start by saying if you believe Joint and Coalition Operations is a 21st Century creation or is something our Air Force has only recently begun doing out of necessity due to political pressure, budgetary concerns, or equipment and personnel shortages you’d be wrong.

Immediately following the “day which will live in infamy”, our President and senior military officers began crafting a plan to strike back at Japan.  This strike, famously remembered as “The Doolittle Raid”, required cooperation between U.S. Army Air Forces, the U.S. Navy, and China’s political and military leaders--this was joint and coalition operations 68 years ago—and it worked!
What did this audacious plan require?  To fly sixteen Army Air Forces B-25 bombers off the deck of an aircraft carrier (never been done before), to drop ordnance on predetermined Japanese targets (never been done before), to continue on to the Chinese mainland where they’d land at Chinese airfields (never been done before), to complete a flight plan covering nearly 2,500 miles (never been done before).  Air-to-air refueling would have been helpful, but it didn’t exist at that time.  No, they stuffed those bombers full of 5-gallon gas cans to top off the tanks in flight (I’m serious).

There’s much more to the story of this 20th Century Joint and Coalition Operation.  Separation from family, crews bailing out over China, ditching aircraft in the sea, surviving internment in Japan and Russia, and more.  I highly recommend you read “The First Heroes” authored by Craig Nelson, to learn more about the heroic actions of the 52 officers and 28 enlisted Airmen known as the Doolittle Raiders.  I have a copy of the book in my office.  You can borrow it anytime.
I am humbled to know I have my hands on the “baton of Air Force history” passed to me from the hands of those who have gone before me.  Do I feel a sense of honor and purpose?  You bet.  And, I believe you should too.  Each one of you contributes to our legacy, whether you’re an Airman (E-1) or a Major General (O-8).  The proud men and women of our Air Force’s previous generations are counting on us to perform our duty just as they did.  No more.  No less.
Our Air Force’s newest Numbered Air Force stands ready to participate in joint and coalition operations not because it’s a 21st Century buzz word describing something new or different, but because we’ve been there, done that, and know it works!  To fly, fight, and win in Air, Space, and Cyberspace—our proud Air Force history!
KEVIN G. SLATER, CMSgt, USAF

Command Chief Master Sergeant
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