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24th Air Force
Command Chief

NOTAM
Travel in Uniform

Prior to the attacks of 9/11, senior leaders across our Air Force were encouraging Airmen to wear a blue uniform when traveling on orders across our country on commercial aircraft.  In fact, I remember carrying a few extra neckties in my bag in case I came across an Airmen who’d forgotten to wear a tie (ties were required for travel at the time).

Immediately after 9/11, wearing our uniform in public was seen by some as a force protection risk and our Airmen were encouraged to stop wearing their uniform in public.  I believe this sent an unbelievably negative message to our Airmen and to the American public.  “It’s dangerous out there, so we’re going to ask our fully trained warriors, your sentries and avengers, to not wear their uniforms in public.”  Our country needed a confidence boost ...  it NEEDED to see its military personnel.  One could argue a better idea at the time may have been for uniform wear to be mandated for all official travel as a show of force.
Last year (April ’08), our Air Force leadership made a remarkably positive decision to not only encourage our Airmen to wear their uniform when traveling on orders, but to allow Airmen for the first time in our history to wear ABU/BDU duty uniforms (no flight suits) when traveling on orders.  This sent an awesome message to our Airmen (take pride in your uniform, and not just your blues) and to the American public (we are your Airmen, we are your warriors, we have answered your call).

“Excuse me sir.  I’m on my way to San Antonio to watch my grandson’s basic training graduation parade on Friday.  Can you tell me what time the parade begins?”  “Excuse me Sergeant.  I retired from the Air Force almost 20 years ago.  I don’t recognize the stripes you’re wearing--three stripes on top and a solid start in the field of blue.  What is your rank?”  “Excuse me Chief.  Where are you stationed?  My brother is in the Air Force.  Maybe you know him?

What do these questions, and the many others posed to me in airports around the country, have in common?  None would have been posed to me had I not been traveling in uniform.  No one would have approached me with their question about basic training, our stripes, or our people if I’d not appropriately understood and responded to my leadership’s encouragement to wear my uniform when traveling on orders.

Next time you’re handed travel orders, please don’t let internal arguments of inconvenience talk you out of traveling in uniform.  Wearing our uniform proudly when traveling on orders, sends the right message to the American public and to our adversaries.  We want the public to see us, to approach us, to learn about us, to know they can count on us.  And we want our adversaries to know we’ve no intention to hide from them; we plan to be visible guardians of freedom and justice.

KEVIN G. SLATER, CMSgt, USAF

Command Chief Master Sergeant
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